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SUBJECT: FOOD CRISIS IN UPPER VOLTA 

1 . THE PROBLEM OF FOOD (GRAIN) SHORTAGES AND EXTREMELY 
HIGH FOOD PRICES HAS PROVOKED SOME UNUSUAL GOVERNMENT 
ACTIVITY. ON JULY 18, PRESIDENT LAMIZANA CALLED IN 

HIS CABINET FOR A SPECIAL MEETING SOLELY TO DISCUSS THE 
FOOD CRISIS. ON JULY 19, PRESIDENT LAMIZANA MET PUBLICLY 
WITH OUAGADOUGOU'S GRAIN MERCHANTS. 

2. AT THE PUBLIC MEETING, PRESIDENT LAMIZANA SAID THAT 
BOTH THE SUPPLY AND PRICE PROBLEMS HAVE REACHED "A 
CRITICAL THRESHOLD" AND THAT "FAMINE IS PRESENT IN UPPER 
VOLTA." ON THE OTHER HAND, HE SAID THAT FOOD PRICES 

ARE LOWER IN UPPER VOLTA THAN IN ANY OTHER WEST AFRICAN 
COUNTRY. 

3. STATEMENTS BY THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND THE 
PRESIDENT OPENED AND CLOSED THE MEETING, BUT THE BULK 
OF THE TIME WAS GIVEN TO THE MERCHANTS TO DEFEND THEM- 
SELVES AGAINST CHARGES AND TO EXPRESS THEIR OPINIONS. 
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OUAGADOUGOU'S INDEPENDENT DAILY NEWSPAPER, 
L'OBSERVATEUR, HAS CRITICIZED THEM FOR EXACERBATING 
SHORTAGES BY EXPORTING GRAIN AND HOARDING SCARCE 
SUPPLIES. THE MERCHANTS DENIED THE CHARGES AND 
CRITICIZED THE MISMANAGEMENT AND THE 
FAILURES OF SEVERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PARTICULARLY 
THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND NATIONAL 
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CEREALS OFFICE. 

4. SOME PEOPLE ARE ARGUING FOR FORCEFUL ACTION AGAINST 
HOARDERS, FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF STRICT LIMITATIONS 
ON GRAIN USE FOR BEER MAKING, AND FOR LARGE GOVERNMENT 
PURCHASES ON THE WORLD MARKET. 

5. COMMENT: CONTRARY TO PRIOR EXPECTATIONS, THE PRESIDENT 
TOOK A SOFT STAND AGAINST THE MERCHANTS AND MERELY URGED 
THEM TO PUT THE PUBLIC INTEREST ABOVE THEIR PRIVATE 
INTERESTS. EXCEPT FOR CALLING FOR INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE, THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN NO SPECIAL STEPS 
THAT WOULD INCREASE GRAIN SUPPLIES, AND THE CRISIS 
CONTINUES TO WORSEN. GRAHAM 
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